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The Teacher Education Program Council meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. in Education 

103.  Those in attendance were: Victoria Allen-Edwards, Dr. James Beyers, Virginia Brown, Dr. 

Laura Bruno, Dr. Maureen Connolly, Asst. Dean Delsia Fleming, Dr. Brian Girard, Dr. Joseph 

Goebel, Dr. Blythe Hinitz, Dr. Lisa LaJevic, Dr. Cathy Liebars, Dr. Nathan Magee, STEP 

Director Kerri Long, Dr. Emily Meixner, Dr. Steve O’Brien, Dr. Coleen Sears, and Dr. Mathew 

Wund.  The Dean of the SOE, Dr. Jeff Passe, presided over the meeting. 

 

1. Approval of Previous Meetings Minutes 

Minutes from the November 4th meeting were approved. 

 

2. Welcome and Announcements 

 Steve O’Brien announced that the Masters of Education in STEM was approved 

by the NJ President’s Council. 

 Dr. Hinitz shared that she will be presenting the keynote speech (by video) at the 

1st international early childhood conference at the Indonesia University of 

Education on Saturday, December 5th. 

 

3. DOE Developments 

Dean Passe advised that New Jersey Department of Education has approved regulations 

calling for a full year of student teaching to occur in initial certification programs, which 

were not what we wanted; the chair of the board came up with an amendment that was 

pre-negotiated which allowed some flexibility and some definitions that would be 

beneficial for our programs. The regulations still require the equivalent of a full year 

clinical practice (student teaching experience) which will be referred to as Clinical 

Practice I and Clinical Practice II across 2 semesters. Clinical Practice I requires 175 

hours of eligible student teaching activities must be embedded in the course.   Clinical 

Practice II calls for 450 hours of FT student teaching.  There is some flexibility if we can 

offer a program that ensures a minimum of 100 hours of “eligible activities” occur 

immediately in the course immediately preceding Clinical Practice II.  If we can set the 

program up in this way, TCNJ can embed the remaining 75 of the 175 total hours in other 

courses throughout the program.  In light of the new regulations several departments have 

had meetings regarding program adaptations; meetings will continue to ensure that 

programs that require adaptations are addressed. 



 Ms. Long explained that DOE ruled that all programs where students are 

graduating from 2018 on will be required to complete a full year of student 

teaching in accordance with the chart below: 

 

 A detailed description of the requirements has been offered by the New Jersey 

Department of Education: 

o http://www.nj.gov/education/educators/rpr/CEASChanges.pdf 

 We are hopeful that between now and 2018 the list of allowable activities will be 

able to be expanded, but currently the activities include:  

o One on one meetings, group instruction, or some type of co-teaching 

o Other possible activities may be district sponsored Professional 

Development days or district sponsored meetings.  We are also looking to 

the Department for research activities that may involve analysis of data for 

any grading activities or anything the student may be involved in that 

involves the full scope of student teaching such as preparing for the 

lesson, delivery of the lesson and analysis of the data involved in their 

lesson.  

 What is the official interpretation of the number of hours in a field day?  

o TCNJ calculates most of our field days as a 6 hour day.  

 An example is a field day for Elementary Education is a 6 to 6 ½ 

hour day. After this review, it has been determined that if student 

http://www.nj.gov/education/educators/rpr/CEASChanges.pdf


teachers arrive 15 minutes early prior to the start of the regular 

scheduled academic day and then stay after the end of school to 

attend meetings, meet with cooperating teachers, or meet with 

supervisors to close the gap on their experience, their field day 

could easily equate to an 8 hour day.   

o DOE’s response was that a field day can be 6, 7 or 8 hours depending on 

the scenarios that apply and the TCNJ’s partnering school districts.  So if a 

field day should be 8 hours this will open the door for us to be able to 

relook at the numbers and could give us up to a 20% bump in hours 

instead of using a blanket 6 hours 

The strategy on how to implement will be departmental and are still being discussed.   

4. Should the student handbook be revised to show that a B minus in student teaching would 

be the lowest grade that a student can receive in order to be recommended to the state for 

certification upon graduation? 

Dean Passe reminded TEPC that at the last meeting the question was raised as to whether 

the student handbook should be revised making a B- the lowest allowable grade in order 

for a student to be recommended to the state for certification upon graduation. Everyone 

was asked to go back to their departments and speak to their colleagues and share their 

suggestions and/or ideas with TEPC.  Dr. Beyers stated that his department is okay with 

the change.  Dr. Wund shared that the Biology department is not completely against the 

idea but they are concerned that grading can be subjective and it is a big decision to set a 

higher threshold and the grading is dependent on a specific supervisor.  Dr. Wund 

confirmed again that his department is not completely against the change but that they are 

just concerned.  Motion was made by Ms. Long and seconded by Dr. Liebars to approve 

the handbook to be revised to show that a B- is the lowest grade a student can receive in 

order to be recommended to the state for certification upon graduation.. It was suggested 

that it become effective September 2016 to align with the DOE grade point of 3.0. 

 Dr. Gosselin suggested making the recommendation for rising juniors as they are 

not officially in the program until they enter JFE as opposed to entering freshman 

o It was suggested that the bulletin be reviewed to make sure it does not 

reference grades. 

 Dean Passe suggested this be approved as a policy until further discussion can be 

had about the best way to have this change implemented. 

Motion was passed; two abstentions were noted by Dr. Hinitz and Dr. LaJevic. 

5. TEPC Task Force Proposal 

Dean Passe shared that the TEPC task force met two weeks prior and considered the two 

issues revolving around communication and efficiency.  Communication issues are that 

all coordinators do not attend the TEPC meeting and relaying information from attendees 



and posting minutes does not seem to be sufficient.  Efficiency having more people 

attend would make it harder to enact policy with so many people in the room. 

 

 The solution the task force proposed would be to have an overall group consisting 

of coordinators and then have a subset to finely craft any proposals and do the 

careful work that needs to be done in a smaller group.  Dean Passe mentioned that 

there is a lot of leeway with this and it can be set up however is best. 

o Overall TEPC consisting of program coordinators would meet once a 

month 

1. All program coordinators would need to attend and would consist 

of about 30 members 

o Subset steering committee to meet on the alternate Wednesday to 

implement and fine tune. 

1. Proposed steering committee would be 11 members. 

Motion to approve was made Ms. Long and was seconded by Dr. Liebars.  

 Dr. O’Brien inquired as to what the new structure and process would look like 

and how it would improve the process.   

o All motions, new policy, etc. steering committee would craft the policy 

and bring it back to the group; instead of being discussed, crafted and 

approved all in one meeting, instead it would take two meetings before it 

is approved. 

 What are the downsides?  Are we solving our problems? 

o This would allow for increased structuring. The new process would allow 

for two meetings before a proposal is approved as opposed to one meeting. 

Also, having all of the program coordinators attend would minimize the 

relaying of information and allow everyone to know what is going on. 

 Dr. Goebel stated that he agreed that all coordinators should be attending the 

TEPC meeting once a month.  A designee can come if the coordinator is not 

available to attend 

 One representative from many little programs does not work as well. 

o Dr. Gosselin feels that TECP really serves the undergraduate programs.  

She advised that Secondary Education is a very small department and 

three people sit on TECP.  Coordinators need to make attending TEPC 

meetings a priority, especially with the transition from NCATE to CAEP 

Motion was made to approve the TEPC Task Force Proposal and was passed 

unanimously with no abstentions.   

 

6. PDSN news 

Ms. Long shared updated information from the last PDSN meeting that was held on 

November 12th.  At this meeting the PDSN finalized the governance council; the PDSN 

will be driven by the council of elected members from the school districts who have 

volunteered to steer the business of the council.  The Council is made up of elected 

members from 6 member districts with terms ranging from 1-2 years; Ms. Long was 

elected the Chair of the committee. 



 The members were polled about the items they would like discussed in the 

agenda. 

o Professional development 

o DOE came to the meeting (document was provided showing impact of full 

year student teaching) 

o The school districts had not seen this before the regulations were approved  

 The districts were asked to bring the information back to their 

schools and requested DOE attend another PDSN meeting to 

discuss this in more detail. 

 Student teaching should be a rich culminating experience not a race with other 

higher education institutions to get students placed.  

 Open invitation to attend PDSN only 4 times a year.  Next meeting is February 

19th. 

7. CAEP comes to NJ  

We invited CAEP to NJ to do an all day workshop on January 21st at Rutgers 

 As we change over we do not know what is ahead of us. 

o Dr. Gosselin, Lynn Booth (new), and Dean Passe will be attending 

8. Other 

 Ms. Long and Dr. Meixner discussed the student teacher handbook; there is a line 

item that outlines the responsibilities of cooperating teachers. 

o Page 10, Item #12 under “Cooperating Teachers Expected To” provides a 

day by day schedule breakdown. 

o Dr. Meixner is concerned that if students read the schedule it will send the 

wrong message as to what we expect students to be doing in the 

classroom.  There is the chance that this will lower the student’s 

expectations of the student teaching experience. 

o Ms. Long suggested putting the information for cooperating teachers and 

supervisors in an addendum so it is not mixed up with the information that 

is related to students. This change would allow students to receive the 

information in the front of the book that applies to them and cooperating 

teachers and supervisors will receive the addendum so it is not confused as 

instructional or policy related information for students.   

 Dr. LaJevic suggests that the wording be carefully chosen to 

ensure that it applies to the full time and half placement student 

teachers. 

o Dean Passe suggests that this issue be discussed further at the next 

meeting; in the meantime he requests that everyone send their ideas to Ms. 

Long. 

 Dr. Sears inquired as to what opportunities may exist to dialog with the State 

about the reality of the implementation of the new regulations.  Dean Passe 



advised that Rebecca Sieg is our NJDOE liaison, sharing that anyone can interact 

with her independently or as a group.  Her contact information is: 

Rebecca (Peacock) Sieg   

Assistant Director of Preparation 

Office of Recruitment, Preparation, and Recognition 

New Jersey Department of Education 

(609) 984-7245 

rebecca.sieg@doe.state.nj.us 

 Ms. Long provided a handout that will provide a visual of what the full year student 

teaching will look like when implemented. 

o What is required prior to a student being entered into a student teacher 

program  

o Full year student teaching and the allowable activities 

 

9. Next meeting?  

The next will be held the first Wednesday in February.   

The meeting was adjourned at 2:35pm. The next TEPC will be held on February 3rd at 1:30 pm 

in EDU 103. 
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